Sky Mystery light show provides a bonus for stargazers
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Wy o seelng Chings. Some of them
were very terrilied over i nght after i
bappencd. Some said they  smelled
soanething like gunpowder.”

© The abject was seen by Detront
snywatchers who had gathered at the
Treew Vutdoor Bducation Ceater'’s
tarin 16t an outdoor lectute and a wok
at the aunual Perseid meteor shower
The camplire was blazing and marsh-
Huillows were roasting when suddenly
aneof the attendees stoad up, powmied
up vinto the southeast sky and
shoated. *What is that?”

- CHUCK BARNES, head nati
rahist at the T'roy Faon and Natore
Cemter. described what they saw.
I was plowing like a spal jan
wheel standing on end and maowvinge on
a hme from southeast to northwest "
ne said Wednesday

“We lirst saw il about 40 degiees
ap trom the horizon. ILappeared (o be
about tive or six tumes larger than a

il moon.”

At lirst. it looked like a single
landing light trom a plane as seen
through a fog or thin patch of clouds,
he said 1t had a bright point and
seemed as though il was coming (o
ward the group. A little later. its tail

sgemed to e wrapped around it like a |

oaezrm spiral gataxy. Then it lacded
and drifted away, Barues said.
»- Sherman [arsen, director ol the
enter lor UFO Studies in Glenview
U1, saudl his group received telephone
geports Wednesday morning from
Elkhart. Ind., and Chicago. “Iu cach
case. witnesses said an object ap-
prared Lo have exploded in the sky
Jud then moved into a cloud,” he sail.
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heen a Perseid meteor tramn “thal
became distorted by upper atmo
sphere winds. But that's just a wild
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AT OLIO’S Bowling Coreen Stine
Uwverstty, plosies aned astronoy
Professor Ronald Stoner said he sus
pected the display was toushed ol by
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the Perserd meteor shower

A Cornell University astronomy
professon alse said it was st proba-
bly related to the Perseid meteor
shower I she also said it anay have
been a vk o light

+ SOME SPECULATED it was a
gatellite or rocket release of barium
as, used to study the upper atmo-
qphcrc But workers at-Cape Canaver
dl. Fla.. the North American Aero
gpace Detense Command in Caloradss
Springs. Colo., and the NASA facility
at Wallops Island, Va.. all conlirmed
there were no launches Tuesday.
Tom Smith, chief ol interpretive
services for Huron Clinton Metro-
parks, saw the object with binoculars
and photographed it outside his home
i Romeo: “1t was a spiral cloud with a
starlike object Lo its left emitting a jet |
of gas which [ suspect was the origin
of the spiral cloud.” Smith said. *'T'he
starhike object. I would suspect, was a
~§|m(‘u ralt either (Iumpmg waste or
adjusting its orbit.”
. Ed Weiler. NASA's chief of as-
tronomy in Washington, disagreed.
» “I'he direction being described
would mean the abject, if it were in
gpace, would be in a polar orbit,” he
daid. “Neither we or the Russians
have any manned vehicles in' polar
orbit, su the waste water dump idea
would be incorrect. They could have
s¢en an unmanned craft using maneu-
vering jets, but the speed suggests it
was.an event occuring in the atmo-
sphere and not in space.”

. OTHERS THOUGIIT it might
bé a satellite breaking up in the
dtmosphere.

Responded Capt. Sigmund Adams,
media relations stalf olficer tor the
Aerospace Detense Command, which
tracks satellites: “We didn’t show any
Scheduled space vbjects to re-enter
the atmosphere at that date and time |
and location. Right now, that's all we
have on it.”

There was speculation it was the
Iallure of a new Japanese satellite.
But officials at Japan’s T'anegashima
Space Center said there was nothing
wrong with the vehicle.

o he possibility of the UFO being
related to the Perseid Meteor Shower
alsu drew comment, even though the
two were dissimilar. ‘The meteor
shower, which annually occurs be-
tween Aug. 10 and 15 and peaked
Tuesday night, lovked like thin
Streaks of light radiating acruss the
sky Irom northeast to southwest. The
unidentified object was mure like a
cloud. and it moved in an opposire
tlirection.
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¢ Jim Lowdon. a Unweersity of Moo
Jgan astronomer.
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